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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Improving end of life care in the community throughout England
GP practices throughout England are improving care for people towards the end of their lives. February 2009 marks the launch of the first national audit of end of life care provided by GP practices.

GP practices throughout the country will be looking at how they can give even better supportive care for people who may not have long to live. 

The national audit is being run by Omega, The National Association for End of Life Care, and the National Gold Standards Framework Centre in partnership with the Department of Health. 
Chair of Omega, Professor Keri Thomas says:

“There has never been a more important time to improve care to people nearing the end of life.  GPs and District Nurses play a key role in improving such care in the community.  For over 8 years we have been running the Gold Standards Framework programme for primary care, now used by the majority of GP practices in varying degrees.  This national study will help practices and health care providers in England assess the end of life care they provide, consider what improvements are needed and move forward to bring about better care.  We see this audit as a major step forward in achieving our goals to ensure best care, a ‘gold standard’ of care, is delivered to all people nearing the end of their lives.”
Over the next few months, more than 400 GP practices throughout England will use a simple online audit tool, known as ADA, to help find out what is going right and what still needs to be improved. Many people say that they want to live their final days in their own homes, rather than in hospital. The ADA tool will find out how often this happens and what else can be done to help people and their families cope. 
Dr Helen Bowden, a GP who has used the audit tool to help improve healthcare, says:

“This is a wonderful opportunity to make sure every person and their family gets the best possible care as they near the end of their lives. Doctors are passionate about helping people live well and, when the time comes, die well in a place they choose. We will all face death at some time, for ourselves and our loved ones. The national audit will help make sure that when that time comes the NHS is there to support us.”
The overall national findings will be available at the end of 2009. To learn more see www.omega.uk.net
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Notes to editors

· More information on the national audit is at www.omega.uk.net
· The audit is being conducted on behalf of the Department of Health by Omega, the NHS Gold Standards Framework Centre, The University of Birmingham and The Evidence Centre. 

· Supporting people near the end of life is now a national priority. In 2008, the National End of Life Care Strategy and the NHS Next Stage Review were launched, both of which urged doctors, nurses and other health workers to provide the best possible care.

· For further information contact:

Professor Keri Thomas

National Clinical Lead GSF Centre and Chair Omega

Helen Bowden

ADA Clinical Lead GSF Centre and National end of life audit team






Please contact Emma Farquhar:

Emma.farquhar@walsall.nhs.uk
01922 604524

[image: image2.png][image: image3.jpg]


